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Extra Points 


Facing ex-mates not 
special for Kennison 


2 


Bears receiver Eddie Kennison harbored no ill will toward his former team-  ; 
mates when the New Orleans Saints visited Soldier Field last Sunday. Kennison + 
was dealt to the Bears in February for just a fifth-round draft pick after leading ; 


the 3-13 Saints with a career-high 61 receptions for 835 yards and 4 TDs in 1999. 

“Tt doesn'tmatter,” Kennison said of the oppo- 
nent prior to the game. “Everybody asks me if I 
have to prove something, (but) I don't have any- 
thing to prove.” 

The 6-foot, 198-pound receiver learned a yalu- 
able lesson last season when he got too fired up 
to face his first NFL team, the St. Louis Rams. 

“7 think that's why I'm so calm this year,” he 
said. “Last year with New Orleans when we 
went back to play the Rams, I was geeked the 
whole week, doing everything I normally don't 
do to prepare fora game. I think that's why I'm so 
talm now, knowing that regardless of who itis, I 
have to go out and do the things that are asked of 
me here.” 


Monster of the Midway 

With 10 tackles against Green Bay and 14 the week before versus Detroit, mid- 
dle linebacker Brian Urlacher became the first rookie to lead the Bears in tackles 
in back-to-back games since at least 1990. In his first three NFL starts, the first- 
round draft pick registered 37 tackles, 3 sacks, 1 interception and 1 fumble recov- 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


a ileier has flashed remarkable speed and athletic ability —just ask Packers 
quarterback Brett Favre, who was chased down from behind by the Bears rook- 
ie. Chicago teammate Jim Flanigan says the only linebacker he's ever seen with 
comparable speed is former Seattle Seahawk Brian Bosworth. 
“That's about it,’ Flanigan said. “(Urlacher) is fast and he's made a lot of huge 
plays for us. I think he's done better than almost anybody could have expected.” 
When Urlacher gains more experience, the sky's the limit. 


“He'll be one of the best linebackers in the league,” Flanigan predicted. “As :« alongside Cortez Kennedy, Michael Sinclair and Sam 


soon as he gets his assignments down and understands better what the offense 
for mistakes with his speed, and he'll be there that much quicker.” 


Line changes 

Brad Culpepper, a 6-1, 270-pound defensive tackle, was a surprise inactive 
against Oct. 1 at Green Bay. The Bears made the move so they could évaluate 
recent signee Robert Newkirk, a 6-3, 290-pounder who provides more bulk in 
the interior line. Unfortunately, Newkirk suffered a foot injury early in the game. 

“We'll go week by week and see how that goes,” said Bears coach Dick 
Jauron. “We wanted to get a look at Rob, but I believe we only got 4-6 snaps of 
him out there, Rob's bigger obviously. We were looking for a little more size 
inside to help us out. We know what Brad could do; he has a proven track 
record.” 


News & notes 
Casey Wiegmann started his third straight game at center in place of the 
injured Olin Kreutz against New Orleans. Kreutz sprained his left knee Sept. 17 
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Daniels making name for himself 


When the Bears signed free agent Phillip Daniels in February to 
the richest contract in franchise history, the city didn't exactly 
throw a ticker-tape parade. One Chicago columnist mockingly 
referred to the defensive end as Daniel Phillips and fans clam- 
oring for a higher profile pass rusher wondered why the Bears 
couldn't lure away a bigger name such as Robert Porcher, 


eeccceeoccsccees 


eeecceeecesose 


Daniels 


Alittle over a month into the season, the previ- 
ously unheralded Daniels is proving the Bears 
picked the right man. Through five games the 6-5, 
290-pounder was tied for the NFC lead with four 
sacks. His total is just half a sack behind the com- f 
bined output of Porcher, Rice and Brackens. 

“It didn't bother me that I wasn't the first 


Simeon Rice or Tony Brackens despite their franchise tags. 


Rae - Seals 


; 


choice,” said Daniels, 27, who spent his first four } Gh 


NEL seasons with the Seattle Seahawks. “I knew | 


and I think He sent me here for a reason and all 
that happened for a reason. That's the way I look 
at it. You look at stats this year and I think I'm right 
there with those guys. 


“My name is not as big as those guys, but I |=" aN 
don't think those guys are any different from me. Re", 


We all work hard and if you look at what we do 
on the field, we make plays. Not to knock those 
guys — they're good players — but I'm right there 
with them.” 


You wouldn't get an argument from the Bears, | 


who watched Daniels clinch their first win of the 
season by forcing a late incompletion with a blind- 
side hit of Brett Favre Oct. 1 in Green Bay. 

It was the kind of play the Bears envisioned when 
they signed Daniels on the first weekend of free 
agency. At that time, the Georgia product expressed 
his desire to become a leader on the defensive line 
after being the forgotten man in Seattle while playing 


: Adams. 
is trying to do, he'll save himself some time where he doesn't have to make up? 


against the New York Giants. At the time, the Bears said he would miss thenext ? 
game and be questionable for the following contest. Last Monday Jauron said : 
Kreutz likely won't return until Sunday against Minnesota or the following week 
at Philadelphia. “He says it feels better,” Jauron said. “He feels strong and he can : 
run a straight line. It's just the movement side to side right now that doesn'tallow : 


him to play.” ... Jauron became the first opposing coach in NFL history to win his 
first two games at Lambeau Field since it opened in 1957. Dave Wannstedt was 
0-6 there. ... The Bears waived tight end Frank Leatherwood from the practice 
squad and signed offensive tackle Gannon Shepherd in his place. Shepherd 
spent training camp with the Bears before he was released in the cutdown to 65. 
.. Fearing that Curtis Enis could be sidelined for more than a week with a left 
shoulder injury, the Bears worked out free agents Derrick Harris, a former Ram, 
and Kevin McLeod, a former Jaguar and Buc. Both are 6-feet, 252 pounds. 


It didn't appear Daniels was on the fast-track to 
success in the preseason when he failed to record a 
sack in four games. Bear fans wondered where their 
$24 million man was hiding, but Daniels suggested 
that detractors shouldn't panic because the regular 
season would be a different story. Although the soft- 
spoken veteran isn't the type of person to offer up a 
few "I-told-you-so's," he proved to be prophetic. 

“I know what I can do as a player,” he said. “I've 
faced many challenges and preseason was just a time 
for me to learn what I had to do and to learn new 
things and work on new things. Actually that move I 
beat (Mike Wahle) on was one of the things I worked 
on. I was more of a physical rusher before we had 
training camp. ; 
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When he learns where to go 
and can prepare to anticipate 
things better, it’s going to be 
exciting. He’s going to really 
| be something 


Greg Blache on Brian Urlacher 


_ B . . es 
So far the $24 million the Bears commit- 
ted to Phillip Daniels over five seasons is 
proving to be a wise investment. 


“T try to tell people to be patient, but they don’t 
know what to expect until you do it. J really can’t 
point my finger at the media and say they did a bad 
job of criticizing me for not getting sacks in the pre- 
season. But they've got to realize I was working on 
other things in preseason. It didn’t bother me because 
I know what I can do asa player when the season 
starts.” 

The Bears are learning as well. Daniels is on pace 
to become the club's first defensive end to reach dou- 
ble digits in sacks since Richard Dent had 12.5 in 1993. 

“Phillip makes a lot of plays because he plays hard 
all the time,” said Bears head coach Dick Jauron. 
“Run or pass, down after down, you're going to see 
him play all out. Along with his athletic ability — and 
Phillip is a real good athlete — his work ethic is what 
is really attractive about him. He's a guy that says 
very little and works very hard.” 

— Larry Mayer 
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COVER STORY : COLUMNISTS 


4 Give him the ball: ‘The Bears acknowl- 
edge they muist expand wide receiver Marcus 
Robinson’s,role in the offense. 

Cover photo by Steve Woltmann 
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6-9 Inthe spotlight: If ever the conditions 
were ripe for a Bears upset victory over the 
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9 Memory lane: The Bears' 343 destruction 
of the Minnesota Vikings Nov. 25, 1984 at the 
Metrodome was the start of something special. 


11 Out the door: Underachieving 1998 
fourth-round draft pick Alonzo Mayes was 
traded to the Miami Dolphins in exchange for 
a conditional 2001 draft pick. 
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ON THE SHELF: Curtis Enis is side- 
lined with a shoulder injury, but it 
could have been much worse. 


Nowhere to h ide Photo by Steve Woltmann 
Bears quarterback Cade McNown was sacked five times in Sunday’s 31- 
10 loss to the Saints at Soldier Field. The offense managed just 3 poinis. 
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COVER STORY 


MIKE MULLIN 


Marcus Robinson isn't the kind of guy who 
is going to demand the ball, issue ultimatums 
or speak out about the way he's used or mis- 
used in an offense. He'll leave that to fellow 
NFC Central receivers Randy Moss and 
Keyshawn Johnson. 

But that doesn't mean Robinson doesn't 


want the ball. And it doesn’t mean he should- , 


n't get it as often as possible. 
“When we game plan, [offensive coordina- 
tor] Gary [Crowton] has plays to get him the 


Attention 
Bears Fans 


Travel package and 
individual game tickets are 
now on sale for this season. 


ome Games Away Games 
N.Y. Giants N.Y. Jets 
Indianapolis Buffalo 
New England Philadelphia 
New Orleans San Francisco 
All Division Teams #] All Division Teams 


All trips can include any of the 
following items: 


e¢ Game Ticket — Endzone — 50 Yard 
e¢ Hotel Accommodations 

e Airline Tickets 

e Tailgate party 


All packages can be customized 
with Personalized Service 


Diamond Travel 


1(602) 870-9197 


Give Robinson 
more chances 


ball,” Bears coach Dick Jauron 
said. “Every team is the same. I'm 
sure they have guys where they 
say: ‘This guy has to get the ball X 
number of times a game. How 
are we going to doit? Here are the 
ways. But then it comes down to 
the game itself and what is going 
on and how itis going.” 

Over the first five games of the | 
season Robinson caught 25 pass- 7 
es for 418 yards and four touch- 
downs. That marked the 12th | 
highest total of receptions in the | Nas 
league, the sixth most yardage | 
and the third highest number of ee 
touchdown catches. Not to men- | 
tion too few opportunities for a 
guy blessed with the remarkable + 
combination of size, speed and | 
jumping ability that Robinson | 


“He's pretty talented as far as | 

going up and getting the foot-|7 
ball,” Bears personnel chief Mark | 

Hatley said. “We just have to get | 
him the ball some more. I'm sure | 
everyone wants to do that. He is | 
awfully good when the ball is up | 
high and he can go after it. He has 
a great vertical leap. He's just got 
some special talent in that part.” 

That was certainly on display against Green 
Bay when Robinson caught touchdowns with 
his two catches for 126 yards, the third highest 
yardage total in team history for a two-catch 
game. He went up for a ball between two 
defenders and left them sprawling on the 


- ground and later raced into the end zone after 


turning a short screen pass into a long touch- 
down. 

You couldn't help but imagine what 
Robinson could have done with 10 catches. 
His career high is 11 catches and that should be 
the minimum number in any game. - 

“We really need to find a way to get Marcus 
involved more because it definitely helps to 
spread out the field,” running back James 
Allen said. “I'd like to see him get the ball 10 
times a game, myself. But defenses have been 
shifting their coverage to his side and that 
makes it difficult whenever teams know you 
have a big-time playmaker out there.” 

Jacksonville's Keenan McCardell caught 41 
passes over the same five-game stretch in 
which Robinson caught 25. Denver's Rod 
Smith caught 38. Isaac Bruce (30 catches) with 
six touchdowns and Jimmy Smith (38) with 
five were the only receivers to score more 
touchdowns than Robinson over the same 
period. 

In fact, quarterback Cade McNown has 
completed 10 passes of 40 yards or more to 
Robinson over the past two seasons, including 
seven touchdowns. The pair hooked up for a 
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“We really need to find a 


way to get Marcus 


| involved more ... I'd like to 


see him get the bail 10 
times a game, a ” 


James Allen on Robinse 


most accurate passer in the world and 
there is some concem about his abili- 
ty to put the ball into the kind of dou- 
ble coverage that Robinson regularly 
faces. 

“The problem is making sure Cade 
throws it where Marcus has a chance 
to catch it,” Hatley said. “We all want 
to see Marcus get the ball more. He 
will as it goes on down the thing and 
1 Cade will throw the ball better. Cade's 
still learning. It drives us all nuts, but 
he's getting better.” 

Robinson isn't the type to criticize 
McNown. He's no pushover, mind 
you, and he had no problem talking 
to McNown about some comments 
the quarterback made about 
Robinson perhaps being tired late in 
4 the New York game when McNown 
overthrew him deep on two occa- 
sions. 

But it's simply not in Robinson's 

nature to do anything but publicly 
support his quarterback, his coaches 
and the Bears system. He knows he's 
just blossoming as a player and teams 
are paying a lot more attention to him 
than they did last year. 

“Sometimes they'll walk a guy in my 


Photo'by Andy King: and they'll have a guy behind 


Marcus Robinson left Vkings line- 
backer Kailee Wong in his wake for a 
48-yard TD in the Bears’ 30-27 sea- 
son-opening loss at Minnesota. 


55-yard touchdown pass against Detroit, a 48- 
yarder at Minnesota and combined on: the 
three longest scoring passes in 1999, from 80, 
52, and 42 yards. 

In five of McNown's 11 career NFL starts, he 
has connected with Robinson ona touchdown 
pass of 40 yards or more and four of the Bears 
five longest plays from scrimmage this year 
have been on touchdown passes from 
McNown to Robinson. 

That's a good start, but the more McNown 
can get the ball to Robinson: the better. He 
should be used to the point where teams are 
forced to play him the same way they do Moss, 
assigning one guy to the player and one guy to 
the ball when it comes near him. 

You can still throw the ball his way given 
his ability to win jump balls against double 
teams and rolling coverages. And the more he 
produces the more teams will have to spread 
the field on him and the more opportunities 
will be created. 

Yet, ironically, Robinson's production has 
been thwarted at times by the development of 
McNown, despite the success both have 
achieved in their on-field relationship. 
McNown seems to look for Robinson more 
when plays break down than he does in the 
course of the offense. McNown also isn't the 


him,” Robinson said. “You've got to beat that 
double coverage and sometimes the deep ball 
isn't there. That's when you've got to use the 
short game and move to the inside like we did 
against Minnesota and | caught the little mid- 
dle route. So you've got to move around so 
they won't be able to do that.” 

But you can't help but get the feeling 
Robinson will catch that jump pass every time 
the Bears opt to throw it his way. 

“You've got to see a defender coming and 
you've got to shield him from the b 
Robinson said of the key to that play. 
“Sometimes you've got to go up with your 
hands and grab it. It's just how you feel on that 
particular play. If you look and you're able to 

and use your body or your hands, 
do it. But most of the time it's just a feel. You're 
using athleticism.” 

That was certainly the case when he caught 
an up-for-grabs 68-yard reception against the 
Packers. 

“Cade had confidence in me that 1 was 
going to make that play,” Robinson said of the 
seriously underthrown ball. “He threw it and I 
made it. If a play breaks down, he knows I'm 
going to keep running and he knows if he 
throws it up, nine times out of 10 I'm going to 
make that play and he's going with the.odds.” 

The Bears just need to work the odds in 
their favor more often. 


Mike Mulligan covers the Bears and the NFL for 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 
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Facts and Figures 


Kickoff: 7:20 p.m. (ct), Sunday, Oct. 15 
Site: Soldier Field, Chicago 

Capacity: 66,944 

Playing surface: Natural grass 

Last meeting: Bears lost 30-27 Sept. 
3 at the Metrodome. In his first NFL 
start, quarterback Daunte Culpepper 
rushed for 73 yards and 3 TDs for 
Minnesota, which rallied from a 20-9 
third quarter deficit with touchdowns on 
three of four possessions. Bears quar- 
terback Cade McNown rushed for a 
team-high and career-best 87 yards. 
Series: Bears trail 43-34-2 and have 
‘lost six of last seven. Bears have lost 
four straight meetings at Soldier Field. 


at 


CHICAGO BEARS 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


Fe Ate 


‘ s — a. 
Bears cornerback Thomas Smith will again be 
matched up against Vikings receiver Randy Moss, 
who turned the tables on this play in their first 


meeting in the season opener at Minnesota. 


ON THE AIR 


Television: 
ESPN will 
televise the 
game live to 
a national 


audience. 


Radio: 


WBBM-AM 
(780) will carry 
the game live 

with Gary 

Bender, Hub 

Arkush and 

Tom Thayer 

announcing. 


If ever the conditions were ripe for a 


‘Bears upset victory over the Vikings, it’s: 


this Sunday night at Soldier Field. 


The intangible factors favoring the : 
Bears going into this game are so strong 
they could very well offset the talent ; 


deficit they almost always seem to face 
against the Vikings. 


For one, the Bears have no Monday 
night contests and play two Sunday : 


night prime time games. So a young 


team gets the chance to be showcased on. 


national TV before a home crowd. 


Young, emotional teams often burst 
into prominence in national felecasts. It’s: 


a perfect opportunity to prove them- 
selves. 


It's also a situation prime for line- : 


backer Brian Urlacher to step forward 


and gain national attention in pursuit of 


possible rookie of the year honors. 
Conversely, the Vikings come into the 


i Virtually every offense that has run into 
the Bucs’ defense has struggled the fol- ; 


: lowing week. 


; ence the same problem. 


Minnesota's schedule has a natural : 
down week built in, and it’s this one. The : 
: Bears game is sandwiched between : 
: games against Tampa Bay, Buffalo and : 
Tampa Bay again — three games with : 


? contenders. 


rushing touchdowns. 


With essentially a rookie at quarter- 
back in Daunte Culpepper, there's little : 
reason to doubt the Vikings will experi- 


Rare national spotlight on Bears 


y By Gene Chamberlain : game prime for a letdown. They've start- : James Allen hasn’t shown he can be a 20- 
Bear Report Correspondent : ed the season hot, but their last game was : carry-per-game back. Allen struggled in 
: a Monday-nighter against Tampa Bay. : short-yardage situations after fullback 


Curtis Enis left the Packers game with a 
shoulder injury. 

Culpepper’s accuracy has been one of 
the Vikings’ few weaknesses for the 
Minnesota offense. Through four games, 
he was 22nd in total completions. 


? McNown, though, was barely better with 


a 20th ranking, 

Minnesota's defense ‘has been the 
major surprise which carried them to a4- 
0 start. Worse last year than all but four 
other teams, the Vikings had improved to 


i 12th in yards yielded per game through 


The game itself figures to come offlike i 
the season-opener, which resembled an : 
: old Southwest Conference collegiate : 
: game featuring running quarterbacks. : 
: Culpepper and Cade McNown com- } 
: bined for 161 rushing yards and four : 


the first quarter of this season. 

The major factor has been middle line- 
backer Kailee Wong's ability to step inas 
a starter. Also, veteran cornerback Cris 
Dishman was acquired off waivers a few 
days before the season-opener with the 


: Bears. His experience has had a settling 


?  McNown may need to take on some 
: rushing responsibility in this one again. : 


influence on one of the team’s weakest 
area. 


Who rates the advantage? By Gene Chamberlain 
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Positions 


Quarterback 
Running back 
Wide receiver 
Tight end 
Offensive line 
Defensive line 


Linebackers 
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Secondary 


hal 


Special teams 


Comments 


McNown outplayed Culpepper in first matchup. 

Smith broke a key 59-yard run in first game. 

Bears miss Engram’s experience. Moss is in a groove. 
Bears’ situation a shambles aside from Allred. 


Surprisingly a Vikings strength; injuries have hurt Bears. 


Vikes’ first look at Urlacher as starter. Good luck to them. 
Bears cornerbacks still yielding too many TD passes. 


Adjustment to outdoors too much for Vikings kickers. 


‘Randle could be slowing down; Daniels a force. 
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61 
69 


31 


Will the Bears try to 
establish their running 
game or play bombs 
away 


Gary Anderson ..........- K 


Injured Reserve 


Bubby Brister............ QB 
Todd Bouman ........... QB 
Daunte Culpepper ........ QB 
Mitch Berger ...........-- P 
Kenny Wright ............ CB 
Moe Williams .........%.. RB 
David Palmer ...........- RB 
Robert Griffith ..... Sey. Wors took Ss 
Gris/DishMan...2-- s+) CB 
Robert Smith ............ RB 
Keith Thibodeaux ......... CB 
Robert Tate ............. CB 
Wasswa Serwanga ....... CB 
Antonio Banks ........... CB 
Harold Morrow ........... FB 
Doug Chapman .......... RB 
Tyrone Carter............ DB 
Jim Kleinsasser .......... FB 
Orlando Thomas .......... S 
Mitch Palmer ............ LS 
Kailee Wong............- LB 
Antonio Wilson ........... LB 
Lemanski Hall ........... LB 
VIMENGISOND ance oe eral otevecenere LB 
Dwayne Rudd ........... LB 
sEd)McDanieli -2< ssrrelate es LB 
Craig Sauer ............. LB 
Cory Withrow ............ Cc 
Corbin Lacina: . 2... 3... 25.2. G 
David/Dixontpse recat G 
Todd Steussie ............. T 
Brad Badger ............. G 
Chris Liwienski ........... OL 
Korey Stringer ............ af 
MattiBirk Sii=< soaks ee aceon Cc 
Grisi\Ganeh asus pecan: WR 
Christ Walshe r.nere-ets auras WR 
Troy Walters ............ WR 
Randy Moss ........-... WR 
Andrew Jordan........... TE 
JOR) DavisSiveetues:tskeaarsn TE 
Johnny McWilliams ....... TE 
Matthew Hatchette........ WR 
Gabe Northern ........... DE 
John Burrough ........... DE 
Michael Boireau .......... DE 
John Randle: 32% ss... <.cex DT 
Tony Williams ............ DT 
BryeesPaup: fa.5. res DE 
Talance Sawyer .......... DE 
EredtRobbinsi. sssessteceent DT 
Chris!HOvaniedsccetercc as eer DT 
Vewis'Kelly2s)<.2%-..Serescveressiecs OL 
Mike Malano ............ OL 


Practice Squad 


Billy Cockerham ......... WR 
Don Morgan ............. tS) 
Matt Cercone ............ TE 
Jay Humphrey ............ T 
Nick O'Brien ............. G 
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Robinson? Robinson caught just two passes 
in the Bears’ first win of the season at Green 
Bay—touchdowns of 68 and 58 yards. While 
Minnesota's Randy Moss has become a 
megastar because of his ability to outleap 
defensive backs for jump balls, Robinson is 
just as adept at the skill. Robinson had a 48- 
yard TD reception in the season-opener at 
Minnesota, but it came on a pass over the 
middle. Quarterback Cade McNown would 
be advised to throw more passes up for grabs 
and watch Robinson come down with them. 


College 


184 40 19 Syracuse 

212 37 14 NE Louisiana 
231 28 2 ~ St. Cloud St. 
266 23 2 Central Florida 
228 27 6 Colorado 

205 22 2 Northwestern St. 
203 26 5 Kentucky 

180 27 7 Alabama 

199 29 7 San Diego St. 
190 35 13 Purdue 

210 28 8 Ohio State 

192 26 3 Northwestern St. 
192 26 4 Cincinnati 

190 24 2 UCLA 

204 27 3 Virginia Tech 
229 27 5 Auburn 

211 23 R- Marshall 

186 24 R_ Minnesota 

279 23 2 North Dakota 
222 27 6 SW Loyisiana 
259 26 3 Colorado St. 
247 24 3 Stanford 

247 22 R_ Texas A&&M-Comm. 
241 29 6 Alabama 

238 25 2 Penn St. 

237 24 4 Alabama 

230 31 9 Clemson 

241 27 5 Minnesota 

288 25 2 Washington St. 
305 29 7 Augustana 

358 31 7 Arizona State 
316 29 7 California 

312 25 4 Stanford 

332. 25 2 = ‘Indiana 

346 26 6 Ohio State 

316 24 3 Harvard 

208 34 14. Ohio State 

205 30 8 Stanford 

174 23 R_. Stanford 

198 23 3 Marshall 

263 28 7 Western Carolina 
271 27 5 Emporia St. 

271 27 5 Southern Cal 
204 26 4 Langston 

262 26 56) sESU 

282 28 6 Wyoming 

265 22 R- Miami 

296 31 11. TexasA&! 

286 25 4 Memphis « 

247 32 11. —-Northern.lowa 
268 24 2  Nev.-Las Vegas 
310 23 R Wake Forest 
305 22 R___ Boston College 
292 23 R South Carolina St. 
304 23 R_ San Diego St. 
209 23 R_ Minnesota 

198 24 2  Nevada-Reno 
261 24 1 Arizona St. 

314 24 2 Texas 

328 28 R_ Texas A&M-Kingsville 


Green 


Dennis Green, 51, has }7 
compiled an 85-41 
regular season record 
in nine campaigns with } 


the Vikings and is the 
longest tenured head 
coach in the NFC. Green, who is 13- 
5 against the Bears, has led the 
Vikings to the playoffs in seven of 

his eight seasons. Green is one 

of only three coaches in NFL his- 

tory to lead his team to the play- 

offs in each of his first three sea- 
sons as a head coach. 


RPauEdingetins. ..csmlee sce 
Cade'McNown .......+... 
Shane Matthews .......... 
Brent Bartholomew ......... 
AEST: MAINT po ssakcasavoxe oo tprarieuls. sowie 
James Allen 
R.W. McQuarters .......... 
Shawn Wooden ..........- 
JerryAzumah ............ 
Glyn Milburn ............ 
Thomas Smith ............ 
Walt Hamis: 5 infers scone 
Frankie Smith ............. 
Mike: Brown: 6. die brane! 
Marlon Barnes ........-..- 
Tony Parrish ..........-...5 
Mike Green 
CunisiEnis® = .cscateon coccinea 
RayiMckiroyyee ss ccasseals 
Warrick Holdman .......... 
Brian Urlacher ............ 
Sean Harris ............5. 
Olin) Kreutz... sae oes Sik 
ChrisiMilatrial— o: «arenes 
Rosevelt Colvin ........... 
Casey Wiegmann.......... 
Robert Newkirk ........-... 
Rex TUCKOR 2 sini ssccccooes 
Patrick Mannelly ......... 
James Williams ........... 
Jimmy Herndon ........... 
HODG:PeMy  .8.. ose aie: sic ca teres 
Brad Culpepper ........... 
Blake Brockermeyer ........ 
SONY WISNEMcctres ccoie ie iene 
Dez White®s = sae 5 aes 
Eddie Kennison .......... 
Macey Brooks ............ 
John Allred ..........2.%. 
Kaseem Sinceno .......... 
Marty Booker ............ 
D'Wayne Bates ..........: 
Marcus Robinson ......... 
Dustnibyman: ss ...%; sack 
Vaniluineh pe. stn wae 
Barry Minter ............. 
Phillip Daniels ............ 
Troy Wilson .............- 
Clyde Simmons ........... 
MikeAvellS  2..:...;.,... eee 
Bryan Robinson 
Jim Flanigan ............. 


Practice squad 


26 
38 
52 
63 
67 


Todd McMillon ............ 
Brian Edwards ............ 
Dustin Cohen 
Brad Willams es, 200... tesa 
Gannon Shepherd ......... 


injured Reserve 


39 
80 
81 


Reggie Austin ............ 
Sulecio Sanford .......... 
Bobby Engram ........... 


Age as of opening weekend 2000 


Dick 
Jauron 


Dick Jauron, 49, has 


in 


compiled a 7-14 record 


two seasons as 


Bears head coach. He 


is 4-8 against NFC 
Central Division oppo- 
nents including 1-3 this season. 
Jauron, who was born in Peoria, 
spent nine seasons with Green 
Bay as defensive backs coach, 
then four years as Jacksonville's 
defensive coordinator. Jauron 
played eight NFL seasons as a 
safety for the Lions and Bengals. 
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Michigan State 
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Florida 

Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State 
Notre Dame 
New Hampshire 
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Michigan State 
Texas A&M 

Duke 

Cheyney State (PA) 
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Norther Arizona 

E. Tennessee State 
Miami (Ohio) 

Notre Dame 

Duke 


Wake Forest 
Middle Tenn. Siate 
Penn State 
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Recent Meetings 


1996 
1995 


1994 


Vikings 27-24 (OT) (S) 
Vikings 48-22 (M) 

Vikings 31-28 (S) 

Vikings 29-22 (M) 

Vikings 27-24 (S) 

‘Bears 15-13 (M) 

Vikings 20-14 (S) 

Bears 14-6 (M) 

Bears 31-14 (S) 

Bears 35-18 (M, playoffs) 
Vikings 33-27 (M) ~ 
Vikings 42-14 (S) — 


Siadium codes: S {Soldier Fieid}. 


M (Metrodome, Minneapolis) 
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THOMAS SMITH 


Pia 


RANDY MOSS 


Smith was winning the first battle between the two in the 
season opener until Moss slipped behind him, for a 66-yard 
catch that sparked Minnesota’s game-winning rally. Moss had 
only one reception for nine yards in the first half of that game. 

Moss and Cris Carter combined for only six catches for 115 
yards in the season opener. 

Smith was awful in a Week 2 loss at Tampa, but has come 
onin recent games. After five games, though, he was still look- 
ing for his first interception as a Bear. 


Thomas Smith Randy Moss 


BRIAN URLACHER 


DAUNTE CULPEPPER 


Culpepper rushed for 73 yards in the season opener, but 
that was before the speedy Urlacher became the Bears’ starting 
middle linebacker. With Urlacher constantly around the ball 
and the 266-pound Culpepper eager to run, these two figure 
to meet early and often Sunday at Soldier Field. 

While Culpepper combines size and speed, Urlacher has 
been a bright spot on a struggling defense. The Bears’ rookie 
has flashed athletic ability and quickness that could help him 
become an all-pro once he gains some experience. 


Brian Urlacher Daunte Culpepper 
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TODD PERRY 


= 
JOHN RANDLE 


Is Randle slowing down at age 32? The perennial Pro 
Bowler had no sacks fheough the season’s first four weeks and 
didn’t even get in on a tackle in the opener against the Bears. 
Randle hasn’t had a sack in his last three games against the 
Bears after recording at least one in the previous three games 
against them. 

Perry and his linemates will try to hold off Randle while 
opening holes for running back James Allen and protecting 
quarterback Cade McNown. 


Todd Perry John Randie 


WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE VIKINGS HAVE THE BALL 


28 TATE 
27 Thibodeaux 
29 Serwanga 


42 THOMAS 


30 Banks 37 Carter 


58 McDANIEL 
56 Nelson 
54 Wilson 


97 SAWYER 
90 Northem 
92 Boireau 


52 WONG 
59 Sauer 


94 WILLIAMS 
98 Robbins 


93 RANDLE 
99 Hovan 


24 GRIFFITH 


25 DISHMAN 25 SMITH 
20 Wright 23 Azumah 


57 RUDD 
55 HALL 


aS 


91 BURROUGH 93 DANIELS . 
95 Paup 96 Simmons 
92 Boireau 


53 HOLDMAN 
92 Minter 


27 HARRIS 
21 McQuarters 


37 PARRISH 
29 Smith 


47 McElroy 43 Green 


54 URLACHER 
91 Samuel 


Go & 


97 WELLS 99 FLANIGAN 98 ROBINSON 
90 Tuinei 76 Culpepper 95 Wilson 
62 Newkirk 


59 COLVIN 
55 Harris 
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82 KENNISON 78 BROCKERMEYER 
86 Booker 74 Herndon 
83 Brooks 


75 PERRY 


64 Tucker 57 Kreutz (Inj.) 


8 MCNOWN 
15 Miller 
9 Matthews 


20 ALLEN 
24 Milburn 


64 Tucker 


44 ENIS 
32 Bames 


60 WIEGMANN 58 VILLARRIAL 71 WILLIAMS 


73 STEUSSIE 
74 Badger 


84 ALLRED 
85 Sinceno 
89 Lyman 


88 ROBINSON 
80 White 
87 Bates 


84 MOSS 


79 Wisne 81 Walsh 


a 


63 LACINA 
76 Liwienski 
60 Withrow 


71 DIXON 
76 Liwienski 


77 STRINGER 
74 Badger 


86 DAVIS 
87 McWilliams 


85 Jordan 
11 CULPEPPER @ 


6 Brister 80 CARTER 


89 Hatchette 


78 BIRK 
60 Withrow 


8 Bouman 


82 Walters 
26 SMITH 40 KLEINSASSER 
21 Williams 33 Morrow 
22 Paimer 
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Minnesota Vikings 
at 

Chicago Bears 4 

(Rankings through Week 5) \ = 


oS: oT. 
OFFENSIVE RANKINGS 


Passing offense 20 6 
Total yards per play _ 11 3 
Rushing average 2 


3 
Passing average 21 


* 3 

Percentage had intercepted 17 26 
‘Sacks allowed per pass play 24 20 
First downs per game 29 4 (t) 


' Fourth down efficiency 18 (t) 10 (t) 


| 
Fourth down efficiency 1 (t) 13 (t) 


). TALE OF THE TAPE TURN 
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As part of every 
game preview this 
season in Bear 
Report, we will take a 
look back at a 
memorable game 
played between the 
Bears and their 
upcoming opponent. 


It all started 
in Minnesota 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The Bears’ 343 destruction of the 
Minnesota Vikings Nov. 25, 1984 at the 
Metrodome was the start of something special. 

The one-sided victory enabled the Bears to 
clinch the first of seven NFC Central titles in 
eight seasons under head coach Mike Ditka, 
During that span, the Bears compiled a 90-37 
record including 50-13 against division foes. 

“This is the greatest feeling I have ever 
had,” Ditka said after the game. “I think it's 
important that this game goes to the man who 
deserves it the most, and that is Mr. Halas. I 
gave a game ball to Ed and Virginia 
McCaskey.” 

Bears founder George Halas hired Ditka in 
1982. Papa Bear died in 1983. 

_ “Somewhere he's smiling pretty good,” 
Ditka said after the Bears won their first cham- 
pionship of any kind in 21 years. 

The Vikings took an early 3-0 lead and got 
past midfield only once more. Steve Fuller 
passed for 143 yards including TDs of 30 yards 
to Willie Gault and 13 yards to Emery 
Moorehead. Walter Payton rushed for 117 
yards and a 2-yard TD. And Todd Bell returned 
an interception 36 yards for another score. 

The Bears’ defensive line of Dan Hampton, 
Steve McMichael, Mike Hartenstine and 
Richard Dent sacked Wade Wilson three times 
and pressured him on countless other occa- 
sions. 

“Chicago is a great team, a championship 
team,” said Vikings head coach Les Steckel. “It 
takes a while to build that, but it's starting to 
pay off now. I've said this before: They're the 
best team we've played to date.” ; 

“T can't say enough about our defense,” 
Ditka said. “It seems our defense mind-bog- 
gles the Vikings. Nobody has played against it 
very well. Buddy (Ryan) is always going to 
design something.” 

Hampton and Mike Singletary celebrated 
the victory by dousing Ditka with a bucket of 
ice water on the sideline. But there was no wild 
scene in the Bears locker room after the game. 

“The NFL won't let us throw things around 
and have champagne,” Fuller said. 

The Bears celebrated instead with soft 
drinks. 

“One of us opened a can of Coke and was 
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«1 3x5’ Nylon $39.95 
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1720 S. Ashland, Green Bay 
800-236-3524 


BEARS 34, Minnesota 3 
Nov. 25, 1984 
Metrodome 


spraying it around,” said safety Gary Fencik. 
“Tt just didn't seem appropriate.” 

Calling themselves champions did seem 
appropriate, however. 

“We've come so close a lot of times, and 
now we've done it,” Payton said. 

Most players credited Ditka with enabling 
them to reach the next level. 

“Tve played for three coaches and not won 
a title” Fencik said. “Somebody finally came 
along with the talent and created the spirit to 
get it done.” 

“His enthusiasm and his heart has rubbed 
off on us,” Singletary said. 

“We're champions. Champions of the divi- 
sion. Thank Mike Ditka. The guy is a winner. 
Everything starts with Ditka and ends with 
us.” 


Soldier Field’s Bears Fan 
Dream Store 


CALL FOR... 
FREE CATALOG 
1-800-551-2965 
Visit our website at 
www. [DSPORTS.com 


500+ Bears Gift 
Items Available 


° Customized Authentic and 
Replica Jerseys, both home 
and away 

¢ NFL Pro Line Hats, Jackets, 
Sweatshirts and Golf Shirts 

° Infant and Children’s 
Apparel 

° Unique Gift Selection 


Mon.-Fri. 10-4 
Free Parking in Lot #4 
(NON gamedays ONLY) 
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One of the biggest problems with over- 
achievers like Jim Flanigan is that when they 
start to lose it, they fall like a bowling ball 
dropped off the top of the Sears Tower. 

hose were the suspicions when Flanigan 
opened the season with one solo tackle in the 
first two games. An undersized tackle since he 
came into the league in 1994, Flanigan has 
thrived on smarts, aggressiveness and intensi- 
ty. But those attributes didn't seem to be getting 
him anywhere early in the season and the 
Bears defense looked like the same old thing— 
even worse considering all the money the 
Bears spent on free agents Phillip Daniels ($24 
million), Thomas Smith ($22 million), Shawn 
Wooden ($3.6 million) and rookies Brian 
+ Urlacher ($8 million) and Mike Brown ($3 mil- 
lion). 

Flanigan was one of the players who was , 
supposed to be the beneficiary of that. With 
Daniels wreaking havoc on the outside, 
Flanigan was supposed to be even more effec- 
tive, working against one-on-one blocks and 
having quarterbacks flushed right into his 
waiting arms. 

He still has a long way to go to re-establish 
himself as an impact player on the Bears 
defense, but Flanigan is coming on. He had 18 
tackles (eight solo) and one sack in a three- 
game stretch against the New York Giants, 
Detroit and Green Bay. 

“T had a slow start to the season, the first 
two games in particular,” Flanigan admitted. “I 
wish I could tell you why. It's not for lack of 
effort. 

“T think maybe in the Minnesota game, 


You May Love Him, Y 


But whatever you think of Da Coach, [Jj 


you know he ducks no punches. 


Tough, no-holds-barred stories told 
by Ditka’s drinking buddies, combat- 
ive players, loyal teammates, friends 

and fans, show Da Coach through the 
eyes of the people closest to him. 


Da Coach celebrates the life and col- 
orful times of a true sports original 
who has it all--guts, glory, and per- 
sonality to spare. 


* l 7, 
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“Ditka came into the locker room | 
and star(ed pounding on an ij 
equipment locker. Ail of a sudden, [(@ 
he looked up at the trainer and ‘ 
said, “I think | broke my hand.’ He 
had. We didn’t know whether to 
laugh or ery.”--/im McMahon 


To Order By Phone Ca 


yay 


Flanigan, defense 
show signs of life 


MARK POTASH 


with [Daunte] Culpepper being such a run 
threat, we were a little more tentative. It's just 


one of those things. Hopefully those slow 
games are behind me and I'll keep getting bet- 
ter and better throughout the season.” 

A lot depends on how well the Bears' 
defense comes together. As productive as he's 
been-36 1/2 sacks in the previous five seasons- 
-players like Flanigan and Brad Culpepper 
don't make a defense great, but in great defens- 
es they can become stars. 

The Bears still have lapses defensively. 
Against Green Bay Oct. 1 they held the Packers 
to 103 yards and three points on their first 34 
plays. Once Brett Favre got hot, the Bear 
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“Tf you look at the Bear logo 
and a picture of him, there’s not 
much difference. He’s a human 

being in a bear’s hat.” 
iui --Mike North 
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defense wilted, allowing 261 yards and three 
touchdowns on the Packers’ final 30 snaps. 

Because of periods of ineptitude like that, 
and partially because defensive coordinator 
Greg Blache doesn't engender a warm rela- 
tionship with the fans and media, there is 
constantly skepticism about the Bears 
defense. 

Regardless of that, the Bears defense is 


about to become as good as it's been in sev- |, 


eral years. It will probably be too late to 
make a big, difference this season, but the [ 
Bears defense is subtly building momen- 
tum behind Urlacher, Daniels and Smith 
and could be a force to be reckoned with soon- 
er rather than later. 

“T do think we're developing that type of 
personality on defense,” Flanigan said. “We're 
developing more confidence each week. The 
only thing I would say J was disappointed in 
was our second-half performance, particularly 
the fourth quarter over the course of the sea- 
son. We haven't been able to really step up and 
shut out a team at critical points of the game.” 

As much money as the Bears spent on new 
players on defense, they still were new players. 
And it's hard to fit even the best players into a 
new scheme. As these guys get comfortable, 
the Bears will get better. 

“1 don't know if you call it jelling or what- 
ever, but I do feel we're going to improve 
throughout the year—no question about it,” 
Flanigan said. “As guys get more comfortable 
in their roles and more confident, and we start 
winning some games and getting ahead in 
games where we can be more aggressive, I 
think you'll see better D.” 

Much of the debate regarding the Bears this 
season has centered around the offense—Cade 
McNown, Curtis Enis. The defense has been 
overlooked, for better or worse. 

“Maybe in a sense we haven't gotten as 
much criticism as we deserved a couple of 
weeks,” Flanigan said. “Especially [against 
Detroit], the defense had a chance to keep 
Detroit out of the end zone [on a 17-play, 91- 
yard drive]. If they wouldn't have scored that 
last touchdown, we would have won. A cou- 
ple of times we were ina position to win games 
if the defense would have shut down the 
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Jim Flanigan has averaged 7.3 sacks 
in his last five years with the Bears. 
opposing offense.” 

Two big reasons for optimism are Daniels 
and Urlacher. Daniels had a slow start in the 
preseason but had four sacks in the first five 
games. He also played his best game of the 
year against Green Bay, sacking Favre in the 
first half, then inching the victory with a big: 
hit on Favre that forced a fourth down incom- 
pletion in the final moments. 

“1 think he's getting more comfortable each 
week,” Flanigan said. “I think keeping him on 
the right side in nickel has helped him out aot. 
He seems to be more comfortable over there. 
He's playing harder than he did in the last cou- 
ple of weeks—that's helping hirh make plays.” 

Urlacher is quickly establishing himself as a 
Rookie of the Year candidate. In his first three 
starts he had 37 tackles, three sacks, two tackles 
for loss, two pass breakups, an interception 
and a fumble recovery. 

“He's the type of guy who can be the: cor- 
nerstone of an NFL defense,” Flanigan said. 
“He's got the size, the athletic ability, the intan- 
gibles that you need at a cornerstone spot, 
especially at middle linebacker—that guy has to 
be a leader of the defense and a guy that can 
make plays when you need him to. I'm com- 
pletely confident that Brian's that type of play- 
er. n 


Mark Potash covers the Bears for the Chicago 
Sun-Times. 
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Never emerged as 
down-field threat 


Bears envisioned 


ByLarryMayer . 
Managing Editor 


» Failing to perform up to expectations cost 
tight end Alonzo Mayes his job with the Bears. 

The disappointing 1998 fourth-round pick 
from Oklahoma State was traded to the Miami 
Dolphins last Monday in exchange for a condi- 
tional 2001 draft pick. Mayes had just four 
receptions for 40 yards in five games this sea- 
son, three of them starts. In his three-year NFL 
career, the 6-4, 265-pounder caught 33 passes 
for 339 yards and one touchdown. 

When Mayes was drafted, he was projected 
as an every-down tight end that could stretch 
defenses in the vertical passing game. Instead, 
he was plagued by dropped passes and never 
developed into a solid blocker. His longest 
reception as a Bear was 24 yards late last season 
at St. Louis. 

“He just wasn't as productive as we had 
hoped that he would be,” said Bears vice pres- 


ident of personnel Mark Hatley. “I thought he - 


had gotten better and done some things to get 
his weight down, but for whatever reason we 
couldn't get on the same page. Miami had had 
some interest in him for a long time, so we 
decided to do this.” 

The Bears repldced Mayes on the roster by 
signing free agent tight end Kaseem Sinceno, 
who was waived by the Green Bay Packers in 
training camp. The 6-4, 255-pounder spent his 
first two NFL seasons with the Philadelphia 
Eagles in 1998-99. As a rookie, he played for 
Bears tight ends coach Jim Bollman, who 
served in the same capacity with the Eagles in 

“198. 

“We tried to compare what was out there to 
what we had and that’s why we ended up 
making the decision that we made,” Hatley 
said. 

Mayes held out of training camp for 10 days 
as a rookie because he and his agent felt he 
deserved money equal to that of first- or sec- 
ond-round pick. His draft stock had nose- 
dived after he tested positive for marijuana at 
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Mayes dealt t 
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Alonzo Mayes was plagued by 
dropped passes and poor blocking 
in three seasons with the Bears. 


the scouting combine. . 

Mayes started all 16 games.as a rookie, fin- 
ishing seventh on the team with 21 catches for 
217 yards. His most productive game was ina 
13-12 win over Dallas when he had four recep- 
tions for 57 yards. His output declined last sea- 
son, however, when he had only eight recep- 
tions for 82 yards including a 3-yard TD at 
Detroit on Thanksgiving Day. 

Mayes heads to Miami where he'll join a 
passing offense that ranks dead last in the 
league. 

“We feel like this will be best for everybody 
concerned,’ said Bears head coach Dick 
Jauron. "Tt will give Alonzo a new lease on life 
down there, The thing just didn’t work out for 
him the way he had wanted.and the way we 
wanted in terms of production on the field and 
even in terms of playing time. I think he was 
disappointed when John (Allred) went by him. 

“We believe he can play in the league and 
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certainly Miami does, and I hope he does real 
well for them. I like 'Zo. I wish he had fit in bet- 
ter here with our offense and the situation, but 
it just didn’t work out.” 

In Miami Mayes will rejoin Dave 
Wannstedt, who coached Mayes with the 
Bears in 1998. 

“{ think the style of offense they're running 
in Chicago really doesn't match up with the 
type of player that he is and was when we 
drafted him," Wannstedt said. "I think this will 
be a good opportunity for him. For what we 
traded for him (probably a sixth- or seventh- 
round pick), to get a guy with that kind of tal- 
ent, you've got to do it.” 

In his last game with the Bears, Mayes 
committed a holding penalty that nullified a 
key 37-yard field goal by Paul Edinger with 
just over three minutes to play. The rookie 
calmly stepped back and hit a 47-yarder to put 
the Bears ahead by 10 points in a game they 
eventually won 27-24. That blunder did not, 
however, figure in the team's decision to trade 
Mayes. 

“We had already made up our mind,” 
Hatley said. “We had discussed what we were 
going to do and see how everybody fit.” 

Mayes is the second high draft pick Hatley 
has unloaded this season. In training camp, the 
Bears cut 1999 second-round pick Russell 
Davis after he started the first eight games of 
last season at defensive end. 


Kaseem Sinceno spent his first week in 
Chicago trying to digest a crash-course in 
Gary Crowton's offense. 

The Bears signed the 6-4, 255-pound free 
agent tight end last Monday and announced 
he would receive significant playing time in 
his first game with the club six days later 
against the New Orleans Saints. 

“Tt's real hard. It's like taking an exam,” 
Sinceno said last Wednesday. “It's not just a 
regular week. After practice when every- 
body goes home, I'll stay here until about 9 or 
10 o'clock and then just go home and go to 
sleep and wake up and work the next day. 
It's going to be exhausting, but it's something 
I've got to do in order to play Sunday.” 

The Bears were forced to go to Sinceno 


* BEARS CRUISE 


SAIL THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN WITH BEAR STARS MARCH 3-10, 2001 ™ 22 ee 


TO THE EXCITING PORTS OF SAN JUAN, ST. THOMAS, ST. CROIX 


ASGIOIN _ JIM FLANIGAN + DAN HAMPTON « DOUG PLANK 
FOR BEARS FANS AND PLAYERS ONLY! 


Autograph & Picture Session, Question & Answer Session, 
Private Cocktail Party, Free Player Photos & Souvenir 


Sinceno crams for first game 


eee ee yes ong 
blocking and a little more assertive. Once he 
‘knows what he’s doing, then he can let his 
rbpcinae ap cneoad el paras a 
or the Hist | see him sil ling tat (No.3 
role, and as he gets more and more experi- 
ence, maybe he can step up." 


because starting tight end John Allred was 
set to replace Curtis Enis as fullback in two- 
back sets and the club traded second-string 
tight end Alonzo Mayes to the Miami 
Dolphins. Sinceno, waived by the Green Bay 
Packers this summer in training camp, was 
with the Philadelphia Eagles in 1998-99. As a 
rookie, he played for Bears tight ends coach 
Jim Bollman. 

“He's a good blocker," said Bears person- 
nel boss Mark Hatley. “In the workout he 
caught the ball well and did some things, but 
his blocking is what we really liked about 
him. I think Jim felt he was one of the better 
blockers he's had since he’s been coaching. 
We're real excited about having him here.” 

— Larry Mayer 


= 2 


e Airfare Available from Most Major Cities 
© Airport Transfers with Baggage Handling | 
e 7 Exciting Days and Nights 

Aboard the CARNIVAL TRIUMPH 
© All Shipboard Meals and Entertainment 
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GAME STORY 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


An emotional victory in Green Bay a week 
earlier apparently only camouflaged the real 
Bears, who resurfaced with a mere whimper 
Sunday at blustery Soldier Field. 

A New Orleans Saints squad that arrived in 
Chicago having lost 15 of its last 16 road games 
exposed the overmatched Bears with a 31-10 
drubbing, The Saints’ most lopsided win since 
1998 left Gliese (1-5) trying to digest its sev- 
enth loss in eight home games dating back to 
last season. 

‘The Bears looked like they would win back- 
to-back games for the first time since last 
October when rookie safety Mike Brown's 35- . 
yard interception return for a touchdown gave 
them an early 7-0 lead. But Chicago couldn't 
build on that momentum, losing for the ninth 
time in 11 games. 

“That was not the way we planned it obvi- 
ously,” said Dick Jauron, now 7-15 in two sea- 
sons as Bears head coach. “To be 1-5 is deeply 
disappointing for all of us. Nothing seemed to 
go right other than Mike's interception and 
touchdown early in the game.” 

Quarterback Cade McNown didn't insult 
any teammates or fans after the game, but he 
didn't make either group happy with a per- 
formance that included three interceptions and 
five sacks. Chicago's offense failed to reach the 
end zone for the second time this year and gen- 
erated only 73 total yards in the first half. The 
Bears converted just 2 of 13 third down chances 


in and over 
tj hapless Bears 


against the NFL's No. 1-rated defense. 

Two of McNown's interceptions deflected 
off teammates Marty Booker and Macey 
Brooks, who were filling a void left by injuries 


to Chicago's top two receivers. Marcus ‘| 


Robinson, one of four opening day starters on 
offense who missed the game, is out with a 
sprained left ankle suffered Friday in practice. 
The Bears also played without receiver Bobby 
Engram (torn ACL Sept. 17 against the Giants), 
center Olin Kreutz (sprained left knee) and full- 
back Curtis Enis (sprained left shoulder). 

* Unfortunately, the injury ranks grew as 
tight end John Allred suffered what doctors 
believe is a torn ACL and MCL in his right 
knee. Allred will take an MRI test Monday, and 
if the exam confirms the initial diagnosis, the 
tight end will have to undergo reconstructive 
surgery in 3-4 weeks and miss the rest of the 
season. His injury comes six days after tight 
end Alonzo Mayes was traded to the Miami 
Dolphins for a conditional draft pick. 

A New Orleans offense that entered the 


Bears 2000 Schedule 


PRESEASON 


Opponent 

at N.Y. Giants 
CLEVELAND BROWNS 
at Cincinnati Bengals. 
TENNESSEE TITANS: 


Opponent 
8 
6 
24 


_ REGULAR SEASON — 


at Minnesota Vikings 

at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
NEW YORK GIANTS _ 
DETROIT LIONS. 

at Green Bay Package: 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS. 


at Philadelphia Eagles ey 


Bye 
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
at Buffalo Bills. 


oe 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


at N.Y. Jets 


GREEN BAY PACKERS =~ 
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
at San Francisco49ers_ = 


“at Detroit Lions 
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Bears receiver Macey Brooks fails to haul in this pass during Sunday’s 31- 
10 loss to the New Orleans Saints at Soldier Field. The Bears are now 1-5. 


game having scored only five touchdowns in 

games this season strung TD 
drives of 80, 84, 76 and 90 yards. Jeff Blake, the 
NFC's lowest-rated passer, rushed for 66 yards 
and threw for 232 yards and 3 TDs. Running 
back Ricky Williams rushed for 128 yards and 
1 TD 0n 30 carries. 

“It's been as disappointing as any year that 
I've been around here,” said defensive tackle 
Jim Flanigan, a seven-year veteran who suf- 
fered through miserable back-to-back 4-12 
campaigns in 1997 and '98. “What's bothering 
me probably more than anything is that we 
haven't been able to improve over the last cou- 
ple of games and correct things we've been 
doing wrong.” 

Two Bears actually drawing cheers from the 
home fans are top rookie draft picks Brian 
Urlacher and Brown. The two combined to 
give Chicago its 7-0 lead as Urlacher pressured 
Blake into a premature throw over the middle. 
Brown jumped the slant pattern, picked off the 
pass and dashed untouched for his first TD 
since high school. 

“It's something I'll remember for a long 
time,” Brown said, “but when you lose, it takes 
the luster off it.” 

The Saints turned the 7-0 deficit into a 14-7 
lead as Blake connected with receiver Joe Horn 
for TD passes of 4 and 47 yards. Doug Brien's 
45-yard field goal late in the second quarter 
gave New Orleans a 17-7 halftime lead. 

Williams’ 2-yard TD run made it 24-7 before 
Paul Edinger's 38-yard field goal drew the 
Bears to within 24-10 early in the fourth quar- 
ter. But Blake hit tight end Andrew Glover with 
a 29-yard TD pass on fourth-and-five to clinch 


a a THE a 


the win with 7:51 left. 

Fittingly, McNown was intercepted by safe- 
ty Sammy Knight in the end zone on the Bears’ 
final play with :14 ini 


Though the Soldier Field crowd again 
booed McNown and chanted for backup Jim 
Miller, Jauron never made a move. The coach 
reasoned that the blame should be shared and 
not absorbed by one player. 

“T didn't think we established the run,” 
Jauron said. “When we threw the ball well I 
thought our receivers dropped the ball too. I 
just didn’t think we did a whole lot good to pin 
it on that one guy. If I had, l would have made 
the change.” 

Miller was careful with his comments when 
later asked he if was surprised he hasn't played 
yet this season. 

“T understand how difficult the position is 
to play,” Miller said. “T understand the things 
that Cade is going through right now. I think 
any problems offensively are a lot deeper than 
just one position. As a whole tnif)we need to 
oe 2s better. Guys on this team know 
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Bears miss Robinson 


Injured receiver questionable for Vikings game 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Try as they might, the Bears couldn't over- 
come the loss of wide receiver Marcus 
Robinson, who missed Sunday's game with a 
sprained left ankle suffered in practice Friday. 

Robinson is the Bears’ leader in all receiving 
categories with 25 receptions for 418 yards and 
4 TDs. He caught scoring passes of 68 and 58 
"yards a week earlier in a 27-24 victory at Green 
Bay. On Sunday, Marty Booker, Macey 

Brooks, John Allred and D'Wayne Bates all* 
dropped: passes. The ones that deflected off 
. Booker and Brooks were intercepted. 

“When you haye a big guy like that who's a 
great asset to your offense go down with an 
ankle sprain, you definitely miss him a whole 
lot,” said Eddie Kennison, a former Saint who 
equaled a career-high by leading the Bears 
with eight receptions for 89 yards in Sunday's 
31-10 loss to New Orleans. 

“You have to change up a few things here 
and there because there are a lot of things 
designed for Marcus. When he goes down it 
kinds of sets us back a little. But we have guys 
who can step up and fill some shoes.” 

Robinson is questionable for Sunday night's 
home game against the Minnesota Vikings. 
Although there isn't a lot of swelling, “this is an 
ankle that he's hurt before a few times, so it 
could be a chronic problem with him,” said 


NFL RESULTS 


WEEK 6 $ 

Bye: Dallas, Kansas ‘City, St. Louis 
Sunday, Oct. 8 

‘New Orleans 31, BEARS 10 
Miami 22, Buffalo13 

Detroit 31, Green Bay 24 

New England 24, Indianapolis 16 
Pittsburgh 20, N.Y. Jets 3 
Tennessee 23, Cincinnati 14 
Washington 20, Philadelphia 14 
N.Y. Giants 13, Atlanta 6 

Arizona 29, Cleveland 21 

Denver 21, San Diego 7 

Oakland 34, San Francisco 28 (OT) 
Carolina 26, Seattle 3 

Baltimore 15, Jacksonville 10 
Monday, Oct. 9 

Tampa Bay at Minnesota, 8 p.m. 


WEEK 7 
Bye: Detrott, Miami, Tampa Bay 
Sunday, Oct. 15 

Minnesota at BEARS, 7:20 p.m. 
Atlanta at St. Louis, noon 

Baltimore at Washington, noon 
Carolina at New Orleans, noon 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh, noon 

Dallas at N.Y. Giants, noon 

Oakland at Kansas City, noon 

San Diego at Buffalo, noon 
Cleveland at Denver, 3:05 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Seattle, 3:05 p.m. 

N.Y. Jets at New England, 3:05 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Arizona, 3:15 p.m. 
San Francisco at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 16 

Jacksonville at Tennessee, 8 p.m. 


Bears trainer Tim Bream. 

Center Olin Kreutz (left knee), fullback 
Curtis Enis (left shoulder), safety Shawn 
Wooden (right hamstring) and cornerback 
Jerry Azumah (left side) also missed the game. 

“Anytime you have injuries to significant 
players it's not good,” said Bears coach Dick 
Jauron. “But you've got to have confidence in 
the guys that go in there and play. Again, you'd 
rather play with Marcus and Curtis. The fact 
that they weren't there, we thought the other 
guys would step up and play. But nothing 
went really well for us at all the whole game.” 


No finger-pointing: After once again being 
booed throughout the game, at least embattled 
quarterback Cade McNown didn't blame the 
injuries, his teammates or the shoddy field for 
the defeat. The second-year quarterback was 
escorted off the field by six security guards as 
fans hurled insults and a few paper cups at the 
1999 first-round draft pick. 

“We're going to keep working consistently 
hard to go out there and put points on the 
board and get in the end zone,” McNown said. 
“T think when we do that well give them 
something to cheer about. There wasn't a 
whole lot to cheer about (Sunday).” 


Pick this: Rookie safety Mike Brown's 35- 
yard interception return for a TD was the Bears' 
first since linebacker Barry Minter picked off a 
Brett Favre pass and brought it back 34 yards 
for a score last Dec. 5 at Soldier Field. 


’ News & notes: Rookie Brian Urlacher reg- 
istered 12 tackles including his fourth sack of 
the season. In four games since becoming the 


starting middle linebacker, the first-round pick 
has 49 tackles, 4 sacks, 1 interception and 1 
fumble recovery. Urlacher is tied with end 
Phillip Daniels for the team lead in sacks and 
is the first Bears rookie to record four sacks 
since Alonzo Spellman had four in 1992. 

- ... Inhis first game as a Bear, newly-signed 
tight end Kaseem Sinceno made his first NFL 
start and caught two passes for 16 yards in the 
fourth quarter. 

.. Glyn Milburn totaled 202 
return yards, his best output of the 
season. He recorded season-longs 
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_INSIDE THE BEARS | 


Another injury for 
hard-luck tight end 


Allred’s injury-n 4 ere sat 


with a 25-yard punt return and a 38- 
yard kickoff return. a 
_. McNown led the Bears in rush- bt panies 
ing for the third time this season with i, ae 
48 yards on five carries. He now has Eh: 
291 yards rushing, tops among NFL i ae 
quarterbacks. James Allen rushed =e nae 
for just 24 yards on 10 See ie: _ ora ae 
.. Sunday's game was the Bears’ first thi "To be | Ca won, 
season against a team with a losing record. In ee ote 
two seasons under Jauron, the Bears are now 1- baie iodaat belie Sr ae 
4 versus teams with losing records. Last year 22 = a : 
they beat the ers while losing to the Bears trainer’ P oe Sincsoee ilk ihe 
Seahawks, Eagles and Buccaneers, Defer awe third . ee Bee 
... Brent Bartholomew had his best gameas 87° hc ide ee espace 
a Bear, averaging 38.2 yards on five punts in 5 © sarap ie i let a eon 
blustery conditions. SE ie oo tien Tact eae aoa 
Bates made hs 2000 debut, catching two “GARE MISS Any aes a 
Pes yee the ACL in his right knee Sept. 17 against the 


.. Rookie wideout Dez White caught an 
apparent 22-yard TD pass late in the game, but 
McNown was penalized for crossing the line of 
scrimmage before he threw. He was intercept- 
ed two plays later. 

... After missing from 30 yards when he hit 
the right upright and making a 38-yard field 
goal, rookie Paul Edinger is just 4 of 8 includ- 
ing 1 of 3 in three games at Soldier Field. 

.. The Bears haven't won two straight 
games since beating the Saints and the Vikings 
last October to improve to 3-2. That was the last 
time they were above .500. 

.. Defensive end Bryan Robinson collected 
his first sack of the season, dropping Jeff Blake 


2000 NFL STANDINGS 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division 
WoL T Pet “PF PA 
N.Y. Giants.........4 2 0 .667 101 91 
_ Washington........... 4 2 0 667 104 96 
Philadeiphia......... 30. 3: "0-500 {125)\787. 
© ATIZONA.sccessesnes 2 3 0 400 100 129 
Dallas jc atkese 2 3 0 400 112 148 
Central Division 
Minnesota ............. 4 


Western Division 
SHLOuIS eee sine § @ 0 1.000 217 145 
Carolina ......eceesss.2 0 .400 104 76 
New Oneans........2 3 0 400 86 92 
AUlAMA..ccecvne2 4 O 333 101 172 
San Francisco.....2 4 0 833 170 193 


for an eight-yard loss in the first quarter. 
LT Pct PF PA 
1 0 633 112 51 
1 0 800 91 86 
2 0 600 135 106 
3 0 400 86 98 
4 0 .333 103 107 
: tO) 2833") 125-65 
1 0 800 104 78 
4 0 333 113 128 
4 0 333 85 131 
3 0 400 84 78 
5 0 000 387 128 
Western Division 
PA 0 4 1 0 800 141 108 
Kansas City......3 2 0 600 117 93 
DEVE wennennd 3 0 5OO 173 197 
Atl nin? 4 O 233 94 132 
GaN DiegOswwuu0 6 0 000 93 177 
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Rookie Dez White leaped high to 
catch this apparent TD pass, but QB 
Cade McNown was penalized for 
crossing the line of scrimmage. 


1 BEAR REPORT 
SCORING SUMMARY 

Chicago Bears....ccssssscsressserseersrssessensssssssesssnesceces 00) 310 
New Orleans Saints... 17 7, 7-31 

Bears, 1, 10:41, Brown 35-yard interception return (Edinger kick) 0- 
7 

Saints, 2, 13:26, Horn 4-yard pass from Blake (Brien kick) (14-80, 
6:51) 7-7 

Saints, 2, 6:48, Horn 47-yard pass from Blake (Brien kick) (8-84, 
4:24) 14-7 


Saints, 2, 1:52, Brien 44-yard field goal (8-27, 3:46) 17-7 

Saints, 3, 2:21, Williams 2-yard run (Brien kick) (9-76, 4:27) 24-7 

Bears, 4, 13:23, Edinger 38-yard field goal (9-59, 3:58) 24-10 

Saints, 4, 7:51, Glover 29-yard pass from Blake (Brien kick) (11-90, 
5:32) 31-10 

Paid attendance: 66,944; time: 3:06 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Saints Bears 


TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 24 13 
By Rushing 14 4 
By Passing : 9 7 
By Penalty ] 2 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY 5-15-33% 2-13-15% 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY 2-2-100%  0-2-0% 
TOTAL NET YARDS 403 245 
Total Offensive Plays (inc, time thrown passing) 76 57 
Average gain per offensive play 5.3 43 
NET YARDS RUSHING 186 72 
Total Rushing Plays 49 15 
Average gain per rushing play 3.8 48 
Tackles for a loss - number and yards 6-13 0-0 
NET YARDS PASSING 217 173 
Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass 2-15 5-29 
Gross yards passing 232 202 
PASS ATTEMPTS-COMPLETIONS-HAD INT. 25-18-1  37-18-3 
Average gain per pass play (inc. # thrown passing) 8.0 4.1 
KICKOFFS-In End Zone-Touchbacks 6-2-0 3-1-0 
PUNTS Number and Average 6-34.7 5-38.2 
Had Blocked 0 0 
FGs-PATs Had Blocked 0-0 0-0 
Net punting average 29.2 33.2 
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickoffs) 40 68 
No, and Yards Punt Returns 3-25 3-33 
No, and Yards Kickoff Retums 3-69 6-169 
‘No, and Yards Interception Retums 3-15 1-35 
PENALTIES Number and Yards 10-149 5-45 
FUMBLES Number and Lost 0-0 0-0 
TOUCHDOWNS 4 I 
Rushing ! 0 
Passing 3 0 
EXTRA POINTS Made-Attempts at 1-1 
FIELD GOALS Made-Attempts | 1-2 
SAFETIES 0 0 
FINAL SCORE 31 10 
TIME OF POSSESSION 38:28 21:32 
CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
McNown 5 48 9.6 25 0 
Allen 10 24 2.4 7 0 
Had 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/Yd. TD LG Int. 
McNown 37 18 202 53/29 0 27 3 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG TD 
Kennison 8 89 11.1 21 0 
Booker 3 44 14.7. 20 0 
Brooks 2 33 16:5'" 42 0 
Bates 2 18 9.0 18 0 
Sinceno 2 16 8.0 8 0 
Allred 1 2 2.0 2 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Brown i 35 35 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Bartholomew 5 191 38.2 0 2 42 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Milburn 3 | 33 25 0) 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Milburn 6 0 169-38 0 
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CAME 
STATISTICS 


Rushing Yards 
200, 


0 


Bears 


Beseine Yards Time of Possession 


217 
Saints 38:28 
; Bears 21:32 
Saints 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long Unofficial 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD T Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF FR 
Williams 30 128 43 15 1 Holdman 12a 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Blake 12 66 5.5 16 0 Urlacher It! 4 1.0 7.0, 0 0 0 0 
Brooks 3 -2 -0.7 1 0 Smith Then ih?) 0.0 =6—0.0 0 1 0 0 
Morton 3 -3 -1.0 2 0 Flanigan ye Fl! 0.0 0.0 0 9; 6 0 
Hom 1 -3 -3.0 -3 0 Brown 4 2 0.0 0.0 l 1 0 0 
S. Harris S40 0.0 = 8=60.0 0 0 0 0 
Had Robinson 4 l 1.0 8.0 0 0 0 0 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/Yd. TD LG Int. Parrish 4 0 0.0 860.0 0 0 0 0 
Blake 25 18 232 2/15 Sh UAT 1 Daniels 3 1 0.0 =—-0.0 0 0 0 0 
W. Harris Zi) 0.0 8=60.0 0 j 0 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG TD McQuarters 1 i 0.0 0.0 0 0 i) 0 
Hom 4 78 19.5 47 2 McElroy i 10 0.0 §=60.0 0 0 0 0 
Williams 4 57 14.3 18 0 Newkirk I~ 0 0.0 ©6000 0 0 0 0 
Poole 4 30 7.5 15 0 Tuinei 1 10 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Smith ie) 18 6.0 7 0 Wells E30; 0.0 = =60.0 0 0 0 0 
Glover 1 29 29:0 29 1 Simmons 0-4 0.0 0.0 0 J 0 0 
Jackson 1 14 14.0 14 0 
Reed 1 6 6.0 6 0 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD Unofficial 
Smith I 15 15 0 T Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF FR 
Oldham 1 0 0 0 Weary 8 0 0.0 = 0.0 0 G6 Oo 0 
Knight 1 0 0 0 Mitchell Ti ) 10) = 6.0 0 0; 10 0 
Perry 4 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG Glover 3> Al 3.0 17.0 0 0 0 0 
Gowin ¢ 6 208 34,7, =O I 47 Johnson a) 0.0 0.0 0 0 s) 0 
: Knight 3. 30 00 860.0 l I 0 0 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD Mathis See) 0.0 860.0 0 | ) 0 
Morton 3 | 25 1 0 Clarke 2% 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Hand l 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD Howard k 10 60 i) 0 0 0 
Morton 3 0 69 30 0 Kelly 1 0 0.0 0:0 0 0 0 a) 
Oldham I 0 0.0 0.0 | 2 0 Q 
I 


Thomas 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
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Bears desperate | 


for key answers 


DOUG BUFFONE 


This game against New Orleans was the 
perfect time for the Bears to put it all together 
and show the fans that they can win. It was def- 
initely their best chance to win. Look what's 
coming up: Minnesota, Philadelphia, 
Indianapolis, Buffalo and Tampa Bay. 

If they can’t win at home against the Saints, 
how are the Bears going to handle these next 
five games? 

The Bears have to get a feel for what's going 
wrong out there offensively and defensively. 
They should just line up all their problems, 
one-by-one, and find out what's going wrong. 
The Bears are at a point where they have to 


shake things up. The quarterback is not accu- 
rate. The offense lacks rhythm. The defense 
can’t hold when it has to hold. Wide receivers 
are dropping the football all over the place. The 
run game is gone. The offensive line gives up 
five sacks. ; 


~ 


Tellme how you can win with that scenario. 


Is it all Cade McNown’s fault? No. But 
maybe a change at that position would jump- 
start this team. People do it all the time. You do 
it in baseball games, basketball games—that’s 
just the way itis. The move to put Jim Miller in 
for McNown should have been made in Week 
3 or 4 when the Bears lost at home to the New 
York Giants and Detroit Lions. 

If you make the move then you show that 
you are trying to win those games. It does not 
mean McNown has to be benched for the sea- 
son. He can come back the following week and 
start. The Bears wereOK to doit last year when 
they were winning some games. 

How do you make the change? What do 
you do? Do you change the quarterback? Will 
thatbe a kick-start for the offense? How do you 
control time of ion? 

The Bears have to find out if the offense is 
wrong or if the person running the offense is 
wrong. The coaches’ biggest challenge now is 
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Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Bears wide receiver Eddie Kennison 
was a bright spot in Sunday’s loss, 
catching eight passes for 89 yards 
against his former team. 

finding the problem. If you put Miller in and he 
fails, you then know that the quarterback isnot 
the problem. But they have been afraid to do 
that because they want to give McNown the 
experience. 

Our offense is not one-tenth of what it was 
last year when the Bears started off 3-2. The 
coaches have to look back and ask themselves 
why they were 3-2 last year. Does it have to do 
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Trivia Trove 
Name the Bears player 
who had over 100 receiv- 
ing yards in the club's last 
playoff victory. 


(Answer on page 19) 


with your quarterback? Did you have time of 
possession—they did do that last year. Do you 
want to win games? I know you want to go out 
with an eye toward the future, but you. can’t go 
out and lose every game. 

I saw 12,500 no shows at Soldier Field on 
Sunday and that will only get worse. You can’t 
let the fans become disinterested and passive 
toward the team. You've got to win some 
games. I understand the future and getting 
guys playing time, but maybe you should take 
a look at some of the guys on the bench. 

That's not being critical, that’s being truth- 
ful. I can’t say who should and should not be 
playing. [can only judge them for what's going 
on out there on the field. All you can judge is 
what hap in those last six games and it 
has been the same problems. 

Maybe they should take a look.at Marlon 
Barnes. It may not make a difference because it 
could be that the holes aren't even there, But at 
least you know. Right now, the Bears don't 
have any answers. 


Doug Buffone co-hosts the Doug Buffone Sports 
Magazine Sunday mornings on Fox Sports 
Chicago. 
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Enis MRI is negative (i, 


<=] Still sidelined with shoulder injury 
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Curtis Enis can’t wait to return from 
injury: “I just want to get back out 
there and play. | don't think | could 
stomach sitting around,” he said. 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Curtis Enis is sidelined with a left shoulder 
injury, but it could have been a lot worse. 

An MRI exam taken early last week indi- 
cated that the Bears fullback did not sustain a 
torn rotator cuff, an injury that could have 
ended his season. Enis hurt his left shoulder 
early in the Bears’ 27-24 win Oct. 1 at Green Bay 
on his only carry of the game. 

Team doctors think it's a nerve problem, but 
they won't be able to definitively diagnose the 
injury for 7-10 days. Itll take that long to deter- 
mine whether the medicine he's taking is 
improving the condition. 

“We're not going to have an answer on 
Curtis for a little while,” said Bears head coach 
Dick Jauron. “Over that length of time, they 
think it will progressively get better. If it does- 
n't get any better, then they think it's a longer- 
term problem. If it does, they think it will be a 
one- or two-week injury.” 

Enis was relieved the rotator cuff was not 
tor. The 1998 first-round draft pick, who 
emerged as a solid blocker and short-yardage 
threat after being switched to fullback Sept. 20, 
missed eight games during his first two NFL 
seasons. He sat out the final seven contests of 
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his rookie year after suffering a torn ACL. He 
was then sidelined for the season finale last 
year with a shoulder injury unrelated to his 
current problem. 

“Tf [have to play witha little pain, it doesn’t 
bother me,” Enis said. “I just want to get back 
out there and play. I don't think I could stom- 
ach sitting around. I did that enough. I need to 
go out there and play and do whatever I can to 
help this team win.” 

Enis was injured when he was tackled by 
defensive end Cletidus Hunt at the Green Bay 
1-yard run after a 3-yard gain. 

“The end closed pretty good and 1 tried to 
stiffarm him,” Enis said last Wednesday. “I got 
my arm wedged back, so I kind of hyperex- 
tended it in that area. It was a nice shot he gave 
me. That's the nature of the game. It's starting 


- to feel a little bit better — I'm not saying it feels 


great — but that's a good sign.” 

_ After starting the season 0-3 and scoring just 
one touchdown in two games, the Bears decid- 
ed to employ more traditional two-back sets 
with James Allen as the feature back and Enis 
as the fullback/ short yardage specialist. 

Tight end John Allred will replace Enis at 
fullback in two-back sets with Allen. Without 
the threat of a ballcarrier at the fullback posi- 
tion, opposing defenses will be able to key on 
Allen. Against Green Bay, Allen gained. just 
four yards on eight short-yardage plays. 

“We're going to miss Curtis because usual- 
ly when we're both back there, it gives us a sec- 
ond run option,” Allen said. “When you have 
a tight end back there, which we're going to 
have this week, it's pretty obvious who's going 
to carry the ball. 

“It's pretty difficult for our tight ends to 
come into the backfield and pick up half the 
things that we do because they don't really 


. have time to practice it, and Curtis knows both 


spots, fullback and tailback.” 


Don't let the poster on the back 
page of this newspaper fool you- 
John Allred is not being switched to 
fullback to carry the football. 

With Curtis Enis sidelined with 
a shoulder injury, the 1997 second- 
round draft pick will continue to 
serve as James Allen's lead blocker 
in two-back sets. Allred, who has 
played the fullback position during 
the past two seasons under head coach Dick 
Jauron, says his responsibilities are similar 
regardless of where he is aligned in the for- 
mation. 

“H-back, fullback, tight end is all pretty 
much the same kind of thing, other than lin- 
ing up in the backfield,” Allred said. “You 
have to know your assignments as a tight 
end, what's going to make you a hot receiver 
and who's blocking who. It's just getting it 
from a different angle.” 

The biggest difference at fullback com- 


Allred not a running threat, but his 
presence should help ground game 


John Allred 
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have to make miss to get the tough yards.” 

Allen runs with elusiveness more 
power, but he believes he still can be effective 
near the goal line. 

“Take it as a age,” he said. “Thavea 
lot to prove to the coaching staff, that they can 
leave me in in certain situations.” 


— Larry Mayer 


pared to tight end is not having a 
defensive end lined up in your face. 
“You have a running start and 
you've got to read what the defen- 
sive line's doing, make your cuts off 
of that, and then find your line 
backer,” Allred said. “That's what 
makes it a little bit different, but I'll 
do my best at it.” 

With Allred serving as lead blocker 
in the backfield, free agent Kaseem Sinceno 
was signed early last week to play tight end. 
The 24-year-old caught three passes in 1998 
with the Philadelphia Eagles before missing 
all of last season with a foot injury. He was 
traded to the Green Bay Packers in March 
but was released during training camp, 

Sinceno, the nephew of former world 
heavyweight boxing champion Riddick 

Bowe, is a proficient blocker and good ath- 
lete who should bolster the running game. 

— Larry Mayer 
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Finally, a play-maker 


Rookie Urlacher making impact 


summer. 
Urlacher's future success is virtually | 7 
guaranteed, but he and Bears coaches 7 


f 


BOB LeGERE 


It seems the Bears have been searching for 
an impact player at any position for the past 10 
years. 

Now it appears the search is over. In just 
three starts, rookie middle linebacker Brian 
Urlacher looks like the real deal. Despite play- 
ing only in passing situations in the first two 

_games, Urlacher was tied for the team lead 
with 45 tackles after five games, and he had a 
sack in’ each of his first three starts. Urlacher 
also has an interception and has recovered a 
fumble, an impressive beginning for the third- 
youngest starting linebacker in the NFL. 

The 22-year-old Urlacher was groomed for 
the strong side throughout the off-season and 
the preseason because coaches felt that was the 
quickest way to get him on the field. Urlacher's 
conversion to the middle, which came after a 


back injury to veteran Barry Minter, went 
smoothly, partly because he had been given 
small doses of experience in the middle by 
playing, there in nickel situations. Late in the 
preseason Urlacher lost his starting spot on the 
strong side when he was beaten out by 
Rosevelt Colvin. ; 

But when Minter and Colvin were both 
injured in the second half of the second game, 
Urlacher went to the middle, and he isn't like- 
ly to come out for a long, long time. He had 13 
tackles in his first start the following week and 
14 tackles a week Jater before a 10-tackle effort 
in the victory over the Packers. That has led to 
questions about why he wasn't put in the mid- 
dle to begin with, since he's been the most pro- 
ductive player on defense. 

“He wasn't quite ready,” defensive coordi- 
nator Greg Blache said, “but he's made the 
most of it. He still makes a lot of mistakes, we 
still get lined up wrong, but he's made some 
good plays. But to stick him in there sooner, 
you're asking for disaster. We did that with 
Russell Davis last year and the kid ended up 
bombing out.” 

Davis, a second-round pick in 1999, started 
the first eight games last season at defensive 
right end but rarely was on the field in the sec- 
ond half of the season and was released this 
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. making off hustle, he's running around 


agree he’s still got a lot of learning to do. 

“For a young kid, he's doing a fine, 
fine job,” Blache said. “But immediately 
everybody says, ‘It should have hap- 
pened sooner’ I'm just saying it’s still not 
as good as it could be and it will be 
when he learns how to do it better, It's a 
maturing process, it's an aging process, | 
think he's doing a great job. 

“A lot of plays he's making, he's 


and making plays off hustle. It's not that | _ 
he's making all the right reads all the } 
time, but he's got great enthusiasm and | 
great speed.” ‘e 
Urlacher's sideline-to-sideline pur- | 
suit of enemy runners, receivers and 
quarterbacks has provided some of the bright- 


_ est moments in an inconsistent season. He dis- 


played his stunning closing speed against the 
Packers by catching Brett Favre from behind 
for a sack and chasing down running back 
Dorsey Levens for no gain. 

Teammates and coaches believe he'll get a 
lot better once he is more certain of all his align- 
ments and assignments. 

“He's fast and he's made a lot of huge plays 
for us,” defensive tackle Jim Flanigan said. “7 
think he's done better than almost anybody 
could have expected. He'll be one of the best 
linebackers in the league as soon as he gets his 
assignments down and kind of understands a 
lot better what the offense is trying to do. He'll 
save himself some time when he doesn't have 
to make up for mistakes with his speed. He'll 
be there that much quicker.” 

“When he learns where to go and can pre- 
pare to anticipate things better, it's going to be 
exciting,” Blache said. “He's going to really be 
something special.” 

A lot of the optimism and enthusiasm over 
Urlacher voiced by coaches and teammates 
comes from his mental approach. Demoted 
late in the preseason, Urlacher didn't waste any 
time sulking or complaining. He dealt with it 
the right way. 

“Just coming out every day and working 
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Linebacker Brian Uriacher recorded 
a sack in three straight games. 


hard,” he said of his approach. “Coaches told 
me what the situation was and that I needed to 
keep my head up and keep working and that's 
what I did. Everyone stayed with me, no one 
got down on me, and the coaches still helped 
me out a lot. I checked out my (play)book a lit- 
tle bit more and it worked out for the best.” 

That has been apparent the past two weeks, 
but Urlacher isn't one to compliment himself, 
even when it comes to his first NFL intercep- 
tion, a play that demonstrated the athleticism 
that persuaded the Bears to make him the 
ninth overall pick in the draft. 

“He threw it right to me,” Urlacher said of 
Lions quarterback Charlie Batch, whose pass 
was actually several feet over the linebacker's 
head. 

Urlacher, who played safety his last two 
years at New Mexico, said he's still figuring out 
alittle more about the nuances of his new posi- 
tion each week. But even though he's inexperi- 
enced, Urlacher has already been able to make 
a number of impact plays, something the Bears 
have been missing for a long time. 


Bob LeGere covers the Bears for the Daily 
Herald. 
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McNown long-term answer 


Like coach Dick Jauron said, the Bears' first 
victory last week in Green Bay was a long time 
coming. I was impressed to see how poised 
Cade McNown was, especially the fact that he 
threw no interceptions. Trust me, Bear fans, if 
you are all in for the long-term, McNownis the 
answer. Jim Miller is only for the short-term. 
Which would you rather have? 

I don't think the Bears are that far away— 
they only need a few minor adjustments such 
as a true running back that can average four 
yards a carry. Also, we must get rid of Walt 
Harris. He'd fit right in with the Chargers 
defensive backs here in San Diego. He is terri- 
ble and must go. He had his chance. 


M. Salvatierra 
San Diego,California 


Disappointed with fans 


I've just returned from my first visit to the 
wonderful city of Chicago. After over 15 years 
as a Bears fan, it was great to finally see them at 
home. 

Unfortunately, the Lions won with a phan- 
tom TD and the Bears were far from their best. 
But almost as disappointing as the team per- 
formance was the reaction or lack of by the 
fans. Although there was plenty of noise when. 
Cade McNown was getting booed (some of 


Fan Foto ici 


Angelina Miller, 14 months, cheers 
for her favorite football team every 
Sunday with grandparents Mark and 
‘Karon Bjork of Loves Park, Ill. 
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WE WANT YOUR OPINIONS! 


Do you think Cade McNown is the quarterback to eventu- 
ally lead the Bears to the promised land? Let us know why 
or why not by writing or e-mailing Bear Report. 

We want to know what you think about the Bears! We 
welcome letters of 200 words or less on all matters involving 
the Monsters of the Midway. Letters are subject to editing 
and must include your full name and hometown. 

Send all letters to the above address or reach us via e- - 


mail at: BearReport @aol.com. 


which was justified), for most of the first half a 
large portion of the crowd seemed more inter- 
ested in strolling around stocking up on beer 
and nachos. I know this team has been bad for 
a long time and it makes fans apathetic, but 


you shouldn't wait until the team has pulled 


level before getting behind them. 

To us six Brits at the game (three diehard 
Bears fans, three new to the game) it seemed 
very strange. Between us we've seen numer- 
ous different sports around the world includ- 
ing other NFL games in the USA and Europe 
and we've never seen such a disinterested 
crowd before. 

Hopefully now that we've got our first win 
beating the Pack, something can be salvaged 
from this season and the fans will get behind 
the team. I'm sure we'll return to Chicago in the 
near future and be part of a crowd that has 
something to cheer about. 


David J. Miller 
Dagenham, Essex, England 


Bears need time to develop 


I'd like to stress patience to my fellow Bear 
comrades. This team is still very young and 
needs time to develop. A Rams/Colts-type 
turnaround is not always going to happen 
with teams, even our Monsters. At many key 
positions, the Bears have guys playing who 
were just plugged in and need time to develop, 
namely quarterback, running back and line- 
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backer. 

Cade McNown will develop into a solid 
player. He just needs time and is going to 
endure some tough stretches, as he is now. Let's 
not forget the career starts of Troy Aikman, 
Brett Favre and even Peyton Manning. They 
struggled early in their careers. However, I 

seem to remember Aikman and Favre winning 
Super Bowls while Manning is a Pro Bowl 
player with the sky as the limit. 

So, my fellow die-hards: Don't throw in the 
towel on this team and on Cade yet! 


Jim O'Rourke 
Brooklyn, New York 


Game ball for McNown 


Let's hear it for our Bears! The first win of 
the 2000 season came on the road against the 


Heights IL 60006. 


WANTED: Portraits, posters, and all 
other memorabilia featuring former Bear 
Jerry Muckensturm. 

_ Contact: Duane Billhartz, 1826 N. 
Charles, Belleville, IL 62221, (618) 234- 
1536. 


WANTED: VHS tape of Bears’ Super 
Bowl XX. victory over New England 
Patriots. Will pay for tape and postage. 

Contact: ‘Mikela Seager, 911i 7th 
Street. Brookings, SD 57007, e-mail 
vaddress: seager@ hotmail.com. 


If there's a Bears item you've been searching long and hard for or if you just 
want to hook up with other Bears fans in your area, we can help. Your request or 
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hated Green Bay Packers. It was apparent that 
the Bears came into this contest with a must- 
win attitude. If they continue to play games 
like that-and improve a little more each week, 
we will see more victories. 

My game ball goes to Cade McNown, This 
kid was under a lot of fire from media and fans 
alike. McNown took matters into his own 
hands and played a hard-nosed game and 
made some good decisions. I love the way he 
scrambles. It reminds you of a young John 
Elway (or Bobby Douglass if you want a Bear) 
the way he goes for the extra yard. 

James Allen keeps showing us why he is 
the No. 1 back. He lacks the size to go up the 
middle, but he has a fire and and a determina- 
tion to take the ball up-field. Taking notes, 
Curtis Enis? 

Is Brian Urlacher the real deal? You better 
believe it. He was benched-then called upon to 
play a different position and he has been solid. 
He is holding up the very storied tradition of a 
Bears middle linebacker. 


Eric J. Cooper 

Boulder, Colorado 
Trivia Trove answer 
Jeff Graham had 108 receiving 
yards in the Bears’ playoff win 
at Minnesota on Jan. 1, 1995. 

(From page 15) 


WANTED: To correspond with fellow 
Bears fans. 
Contact: Alex Sanchez, K-86771, 
High Desert State Prison, P.O. Box 
3030/C4-108, Susanville. CA 96127. 


WANTED: Two tickets to Bears 
Indianapolis Colts game Noy. 5 at 
Soldier Field. Also Bckuata! tickets 
Nov. 5 and Nov. 8. 

Contact: Mike Otte, 2608 Markwoud 
Street, Duarte, CA 91070-1341, (626) 
357-6638, e-mail : mmotte @bigfoot.cem. 


